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CHAPTER I 
■ INTRODUCTION 
Significance of the Study- 
Children brought to the attention of the court, protective agency or 
child guidance clinic are extremely aggressive individuals acting out their 
impulses and revealing an inability to accept codes and standards prescribed 
by society."*" These children reflect emotional turmoil warranting full, 
timely inquiry and action. 1/iS.th the evolution of more intensive research in 
social work and orthopsychiatry, there emerged a more disciplined way of 
thinking about the child presenting maladaptive behavior. Authorities in 
social work and related fields repudiate the statements of parents and others 
who view the child whose behavior conflicts with the demands made upon him 
as "bad" or "inhumane." 
A child considered "bad" by his parents and "pre-delinquent" by the com- 
2 
munity is in need of understanding and help. In the main, the term delin¬ 
quency or any reference to delinquent behavior carries a legal connotation* 
Therefore, the writer in referring to the children studied agreed with Miss 
Hamilton in her point of view that: 
The child who acts out his impulses, primary or reactive be¬ 
havior disorder, acts as he feels. This is because he has a 
deficient super-ego, an internal moral authority; he is neither 
restrained from within nor, since he has a poor perception of 
and adaptation to reality, held back by social controls.3 
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Ml the twenty-five children in this study were constantly protesting 
against their environments as a means of seeking fulfillment of infantile 
needs of which they were apparently deprived in their early parental en¬ 
vironments . 
A truism accepted by many authorities is that parental attitudes and 
environmental forces are among the major facets in a child's total adjust¬ 
ment. Family inter-relationships, personal and social, serve to augment or 
thwart personality development depending on individual ego capacity to 
adjust to the demands of reality. In many instances, parental neglect and 
distorted parent-child relationships make for emotional conflict which pre¬ 
disposes the child to reactionary behavior. Pre-delinquent behavior re¬ 
actions may be associated with aggressive activities and gang affiliations 
It is suffice to infer that causative factors in a child's pre-delinquent 
reactions are multiple; however, the emotional milieu in his immediate family 
provides the springboard for future adjustment. Insufficient love, acceptance, 
physical comfort, and support from parental figures, combined with a lack of 
constructive identification, play an important role in impairing a child's 
formation of an ideal self or superego development. In response to his 
emotional deprivations, the child provokes, outwits, and exploits his en¬ 
vironment in order, to maintain stability in face of overwhelming demands of 
society. 
Since malefactions committed by children are difficult to cope -with by 
parents, teachers, psychiatrists, social workers and others, it is hoped that 
this study will throw some light on adverse reactions evidenced by children 
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Leo Kanner, Child Psychiatry (Springfield, Illinois, 1950), p. 100. 
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during their emotional upheavals. 
Purpose of the Study 
The muter attempted to study the psycho-social factors affecting pre¬ 
delinquent behavior of twenty-five children, to recognize similar as well as 
varying factors in their experiences which may be considered as precipitating 
factors toward maladaptive behavior, and to disclose the child's reactions 
relative to the interplay of environmental forces. Primary focus was centered 
upon malefactions in general rather than one or more specific types of be¬ 
havioral difficulties. The various types of conduct disturbances revealed 
by these children encompassed: truancy from home and school, theft, aggres¬ 
sive sexual advances, breaking in, pyromania, incorrigibility, and other 
symptomatic responses. 
Method of Procedure 
The cases selected met the following requirements: those children admitted 
for treatment between January 1, 1950 through January 1, 1952. The age range 
covered from six to twelve years at the time of admission with a diagnosis 
of primary behavior disorder, conduct disturbances. According to the agency's 
records, forty-nine cases met these requirements. A random sample was made 
selecting every other record giving a total of twenty-five active cases used 
as a basis for the study which included five active cases of the writer. 
By means of a schedule, primary source material was obtained from case 
histories, physical, psychological, psychiatric, cottage and school adjust¬ 
ment records. The case histories included the psycho-social factors which 
were obtained from the referring agencies in addition to those furnished by 
the personnel of the agency. The reports reviewed, represented a composite 
of home visits, office interviews, collateral and corroborative contacts 
relative to,the children’s early life and present adjustment. Conferences 
were held with select members of the professional staff, and personal inter¬ 
views and observations were possible with five cases directly under the care 
of the writer. Selected bibliography and other pertinent reference materials 
were used to supplement these data. 
Scope and Limitations 
The children included in this study were all known to Governor Bacon 
Health Center, Delaware City, Delaware; between January 1, 1950 through 
January 1, 1952. Although the children selected for this study exhibited 
other behavioral disorders, the writer centered upon conduct and neurotic 
disturbances; however, no distinction was made as to sex or race. 
CHAPTER II 
FACTORS INFLUENCING THE SYMPTOMATIC BEHAVIOR 
The home is the nucleus of a child's psycho-social developmentj and his 
emancipation from his home depends not only on his constitutional endowment, 
but also on the interactions of the emotional "milieti* in his home setting. 
The stability of the home is important from the standpoint of wholesome 
family life, securities, standards of conduct, mores or the cultural com¬ 
ponents, along with the problems each child has in emancipating himself from 
his primary group. Frequently, rejection in a family stems from the original 
experience carried over from the first generation to the second. 
Parental Setting 
For the children studied, many of their parents were harassed by econo¬ 
mic and emotional stresses -which hampered relationships with each other and, 
consequently, with these children. Many of the parents studied had experi¬ 
enced rejection in their early childhood and painful parental domination. 
In many instances, anxieties as parent-people were seen as possibly a re¬ 
activation of their early unresolved difficulties. According to Dr. Pearson, 
Adverse parental attitudes are among the important factors in in¬ 
creasing the child's fears of being deserted, loved, and fears 
of being mutilated. Such attitudes prevent the effective satis¬ 
faction of the child's psychosexual needs and will have a de¬ 
leterious effect on the development of his personality and are 
likely to produce and illness.1 
Of the twenty-five children studied, over one-half of them came from 
families characterized by family disharmony, desertions, divorce, and de¬ 
fective relationships in general. In homes where constant bickering and 
^Gerald H. J. Pearson, Emotional Disorders of Children (New York, 19U9), 
p. 25. 
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marital disharmony existed, the parents were so embroiled in their own 
relationships that the child had little opportunity for securing an anchorage 
for his a'ffectional needs. Unplanned parenthood, unwanted parenthood and in¬ 
sufficient emotional preparation during the pre-natal period were tremendous 
threats to the development of the child's personality. 
TABLE 1 
PARENTS WITH MOM CHILD LIVING AND MARITAL 
STATUS OF PARENTS 
Child Living With 
Marital Status 
Total Married Divorced Unmarried 
Total 25 16 - 9 
Both parents in home 5 k _ 1 
Mother only 10 3 - 7 
Mother and stepfather 3 3 - - 
Father only 1 1 - - 
Foster parents or 
relatives 6 5 — 1 
“The unwanted, unloved child will go to any extreme in seeking revenge 
2 
upon a world which neglected him." A neglected or rejected child feels his 
inferiorities most severely, retreating into a shell of isolation or becoming 
severely acting out child, directing his hostile impulses towards an environ¬ 
ment that does not love him. Table 1 reveals that about one-half of the 
children were living in homes where one or both parents were absent. The 
mother's absence from the home occurred in only one home, and in this case 
the mother was confined to a mental institution. The father's absence 
2 ' ——  
Ralph S. Banay, Youth in Despair (New York, 19l|8), p« 7k* 
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existed in thirteen of the homes. In one substitute home, the mother- 
person, who was unmarried, was a sibling of the child. In one foster home, 
the presence or absence of the father figure was unknown. 
'.Thile twelve of the children lived in homes with both parents, constant 
bickering and marital strife existed among them. Out of five parents, four 
were legally married; one mother was considered sexually promiscious; and 
three fathers were alcoholics. Ten of the children lived with their natural 
mothers; three of whom were married; and seven unmarried. The absence of 
thirteen fathers from the homes may be considered one of the contributing 
factors to the children's symptomatic behavior. 
Parent-Child Relationships 
Parents or parent surrogates are generally the first persons whom a 
child encounters in the sphere of his relationships. His ability to feel 
•the love of an adult and to depend upon that person for gratification of 
his dependency needs, is important in regard to his reactions when his needs 
are unmet. The child responds to pleasant and unpleasant situations by be¬ 
coming very timorous in the face of hazards existing in the external world 
3 
or by attacking the source which caused his conflict. A warm, accepting emo¬ 
tional climate between parents and the child is considered as a wholesome ore, 
conducive to satisfactory inter-perscnaJL relationships outside the family setting. 
The attitudes of the parents of the children studied were for the most 
part rejecting. They not cnly conveyed their basic insecurities, but also 
impaired the children's inner securities. Parental acceptance or rejection 
of a child and the Appropriateness of the goals which they set for him are 
3 
Irene M. Josselyn, Psycho-Social Development of Children (Hew York, 
191*8), p. 35.    
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among the important aspects of a child's personality. Not only did the 
children studied acquire attitudes, inhibitions and prejudices towards others, 
but modes of behavior which constituted an integral part of their personality. 
Acceptance and understanding would have enabled these children to have ac¬ 
quired a wholesome perspective as to reality situations and would have faci¬ 
litated a healthy adjustment .iii spite of limitations and demands. Rejection 
may be conceived of as resentment or negligence on the part of the parents 
for a childj and overprotection can be an unconscious rejection of a child. 
TABLE 2 
PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARD CHILD 
Description of Attitudes 
Relationships 
Total Mother Father 
Total 50 25 25 
Rejecting 25 16 9 
Overprotective 3 3 mm 
Accepting 5 2 3 
Inconsistent 2 2 _ 
No sustained relationship 7 2 5 
Not given 8 - 8 
Table 2 indicates that only five of the children studied experienced 
wholesome parent-child relations. Sixteen children experienced overt re¬ 
jection by the mother as compared with nine being rejected by their fathers. 
Rejection by some parents was expressed by desertion or separation from their 
parents, while other parents were cruel, abusive and rejecting in their 
attitudes. Only three children were exposed to overprotection. Because an 
over-protecting parent becomes the superego for these children, they accepted 
the punishment inflictedj and consequently, few inhibiting mechanisms were 
9 
developed. These children retained infantile behavior and acted out their 
impulses for immediate gratification.^ Two mothers were accepting of their 
children as compared with three fathers. Two children were exposed to incon¬ 
sistent handling, while two had no sustained relationships with the mother, 
and five, no sustained contacts with their fathers. The mother's relation¬ 
ship was not revealed in two cases, and that of the father was unknown in 
six. 
Parental attitudes ware reflected in their disciplinary methods as well 
as in other contacts with the children studied* The discipline varied from 
cruel beatings, restraints, nagging or deprivations, to sympathetic guidance 
or reward. Because a child lives in relation to other people, the manner in 
which he controlled his impulses had a bearing upon his well being and in 
his acceptability to persons whom he met daily. Ihen the parents were 
socially approved models, the child obtained an early start in acquiring 
traits which fitted him for later life. But if the child's model was 
socially disapproved, the identification could predispose him to antisocial 
behavior 
Sibling Relationships 
The type of association among children in a family contributes to a 
child's relationship with his peers outside his family. Sometimes, sympto¬ 
matic behavior begins at a time when the child's ordinal position in his 
family is disrupted by a new-comer and his position ceases to be solitary. 
I  
Lawson G. Lowery, Psychiatry For Social Workers (New York, 191+6), p. 307* 
5 
Ibid., p* 11+3* 
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Resentment and friction, in a number of the twenty-five cases studied, was 
created by parents* preference of one child to another and comparison of one, 
unfavorably with another sibling. Occasionally, both the child praised and 
the one blamed were harmed, in the former, conceit and an unjustified feeling 
of superiority. Not a few instances of hostility between siblings in later 
life dated back to unequal treatment during childhood. 
TABLE 3 
ORDINAL POSITION AND SIBLING RELATIONSHIP 
Ordinal Position 
Sibling Relations hip 
Total 
Extreme 
Rivalry Rivalry Harmonious None 
Total 25 1U h 1 6 
Only child 6 — — — 6 
Oldest of two 1 - 1 - - 
Oldest of three or 
more 5 5 _ . 
Middle child 9 6 2 1 - 
Youngest of two 2 2 — - - 
Youngest of two or 
more 2 l 1 
Table 3 shows that rivalry existed between most of the children and their 
siblings in the form of constant bickering and fighting. Minor rivalry or 
disagreements were prévalant in only four cases of' the children studied and 
their siblings. A harmonious relationship, one wherein the siblings mingled 
freely with each other with a minimum of difficulties, existed in only one 
case. Six of the children were only children and experienced no competition 
from another child. 
6 
Leo Kanner, Child Psychiatry (Springfield, Illinois, 19U6J, pp. 119- 
21. 
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Many of these children were so warped in their feelings of inferiority 
and insecurity that they were unable to relinquish their defenses, and 
maladaptive behavior reflected their disturbed emotional lives. These 
children lacked the emotional equipment to progress from their infantile 
ways of seeking gratification for their needs to a more mature way of ful¬ 
fillment. They remained suspicious, fearful, resentful, and infantile with 
feelings that any contact with newly acquired peers produced reactions 
similar to those from siblings whom they detested. 
Socio-Economic Background 
Occupation and income were of primary importance in augmenting or 
threatening the physical and social-well being of family life of the children 
studied. These social pressures operated primarily through the impact of 
the child's relationships with others. His language and attitudes were en¬ 
hanced or limited by his personal experiences. Many of the children studied 
lived in wretchedly poor neighborhoods, marked by sub-standard housing, lack 
of adequate recreational facilities, and lovf moral codes which offered little 
opportunities for wholesome personal-social development. 
The majority of these children were not economically secure due to the 
meager salaries earned by their parents who were employed in a variety of 
unskilled occupations. Poverty and insecurity seemingly outweighed the 
slight positive factors in these children's socio-economic backgrounds. In 
many impoverished environments, maladaptive behavior had developed in a form 
of cultural tradition inseparable from the life of the community. Lacking 
security, prestige, and authority in the family group, the child sought it 
outside his family. The approbation and esteem of peers became vital to his 
12 
personal and social security. 
TABLE U 
EMPLOYMENT OF PARENTS OR POSTER PARENTS 
WITH WHOM CHILD WAS LIVING 
Occupation 
Parent-person 
Total Mother Father 
Total 25 12 13 
Skilled or semi- 
skilled labor h 1 3 
Unskilled labor 8 5 3 
Factory work 2 1 1 
Truck Driving 1 - 1 
Unemployed 6 3 3 
Unknown h 2 2 
The types of employment in which the children’s parents had been engaged 
indicated in Table U, were as follows: four of them were engaged in skilled 
or semi-skilled occupations; one parent-surrogate was a graduate nurse; three 
fathers were employed with chemical concerns whose duties were not defined; 
and eight parents were engaged in unskilled labor. In this group, four of 
the fathers were unskilled laborers; two of the mothers were domestic workers; 
one, a waitress; and one worked in a factory. While nine of the parents were 
engaged in unskilled occupations receiving meager wages, six of them were 
unemployed. Information as to the occupation of four parents was not given. 
The majority of the twenty-five children in this study came from homes 
of inadequate means of economic resources. The familial setting and the 
environmental circumstances of the children reflected that the parental 
7 “ ——  
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caliber and the social conditions were impoverished. Many of these children 
were exposed to distorted and warped conjugal relationships of their parents; 
many of whom were separated, divorced, Yhile some of the fathers refused to 
accept paternity. Wholesome identification with a parent figure was a 
rarity; and as these children emerged from their homes into the neighborhood, 
environmental conditions to which they were exposed offered little as to 
ideals or as a way of enhancing social adjustment. These children experi¬ 
enced a dearth of physical facilities and recreational facilities, and lived 
in blighted tenement areas marked by rapid deterioration socially and econom¬ 
ically. A greater proportion of the children belonged to families whose 
sources for financial support were meager and inadequate to maintain an ade¬ 
quate standard of living. 
CHAPTER III 
PERSONAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTING 
TO PRE-DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR 
Many parents and lay persons are quick to punish and incarcerate children 
who present maladaptive behavior. However, with the introduction of more 
improved techniques for working with children, psychiatrists, social workers 
and enlightened citizens became more considerate and understanding in their 
attitude about children's maladjustments. Of the twenty-five children 
studied, the majority lived in a disorganized cultural stratification where 
social controls were ill-defined; anonymity was non-existent; neighborly 
interests, not present; and few had wholesome intimate friendships. In 
Landis' opinion, they were "lacking integration in their social structure, 
1 
and found difficulty in maintaining integration in their personalities." 
Early Development 
The twenty-five children studied fell within the age range of six to 
twelve which represented the phase of psychological growth referred to as 
"latent" and "adolescent." These children's earlier maladjustments hindered 
wholesome ego and superego development. Their conceptions of the social 
organization were conveyed by their loosely knit parent-child relationships 
and attitudes. As a result, these children reacted adversely toward their 
p 
environments as a means of compensatory gratification. 
Ï ' ~ 
Paul H. Landis, Adolescence and Youth (New York, 19k£). P. 200. 
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0. S. English and G. H. J. Pearson, Emotional Problems of Living (New 
York, 19h5)> PP* 107-11. 
TABLE 5 
Age Distribution of Children Studied 









Table 5 indicates that two children were admitted to the Center at six 
years of age. Only one child was seven; and one eight, at the time of 
admission. Six children were nine years of age; four were ten; and three 
were eleven. The largest number of children fell within the age of twelve 
while the majority were within the range from nine to twelve years. Of 
the twenty-five children studied, only three were girls; ages six, ten, and 
twelve years, respectively. The maladjustments of the boys were regarded 
with more seriousness and were thought to be more menancing than girls. The 
social attitudes toward maladaptive behavior of the girls seemed to be more 
accepting in reference to their ability to respond to treatment. 
Many of the difficulties confronted by these adolescents were contributed 
/ 
to by adverse parental attitudes, turbulent sibling relationships, economic 
and cultural factors. These sources of conflict prolonged dependency and, 
consequently, increased their feelings of inadequacy and insecurity. Such 
tremendous integration of negative influences thwarted these children’s 
- _______ 
Landis, o£. cit., p. 312. 
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personality and impeded their struggles to achieve new social balance. 
Juvenile maladjustments of pre-delinquent nature were their only means of 
securing emotional release. 
Personal-Social Adjustments 
In the twenty-five cases studied, nearly three-fourths of the children 
failed to establish wholesome relationships with their teachers or class¬ 
mates. Many of them were unable to accept restraints placed upon them and 
truanted or "acted out" adversely while in the classroom. The early dis¬ 
couragements and frustrations experienced with authoritative persons such 
as their parents and teachers were severe enough to cause them to distrust, 










Uns atisfactory m 
Not given 2 
Table 6 reveals that fourteen of the children had unsatisfactory school 
adjustments. Of this number, four truanted and nine presented behavioral 
problems in school. Only one of the twenty-five children*s adjustment in 
school was excellent both as to scholastic achievement and social relation¬ 
ships. One of the children presented such behavioral difficulties in the 
school setting that it was necessary for him to remain out of school from 
the age of six to eight. 
17 
Between the ages of six to eleven, the tendency for boys to seek the 
company of boys and for girls that of girls, is referred to as the "natural 
homosexual period”; and only with consistent love and understanding can a 
boy or girl emerge naturally out of this latent homosexual period to more 
U 
socialized, heterosexual interests. Because the largest number of the 
children studied, eight, fell within the age range of twelve, the beginning 
adolescent period, they were experiencing physiological changes. Traumatic 
experiences and incidences of living did influence these children's behavior 
to the extent that regression to an earlier level of integration occurred.^ 
The period of adolescence is considered one when revolts against society 
begins, and its stress and strain was reflected in these eight children. 
Their maladaptive patterns of these adolescents had been long practiced by 
them; but because of their ages, their acts were considered trival; and the 
community and their families were tolerant 
Many of the children studied had every opportunity to imitate the social 
behavior of their parents; and these children's maladjustments were deliberate 
and conscious copying of the behavior of their parents. These children lived 
in a cultural "no-man's land" between a protected, socially irresponsible 
childhood and an independent adulthood in which they were suddenly expected 
to assume full responsibilities of maturity.? There was every evidence that 
these children had exhibited behavior which could be considered pre-delinquent. 
Ibid., p. 138. 
5 
Ibid., p. 161. 
6 
Landis, 0£. cit., pp. 211-212. 
7 
Ibid., p. 30» 
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Inadequately resolving of conflicts during formative years and each stage 
of growth was reflected by the children. Their symptomatic behavior was in¬ 
dicative of regression and possibly fixation upon some earlier phase of 
psychological growth. Some implications of the socio-cultural matrix upon 
these children were revealed by unsatisfactory parental ideals and reactions 
to authority in the home, neighborhood, and the school environment. Many 
of the children, although of fairly average intellectual endowments, were 
exhibiting behavioral difficulties so severe as to make adjustments of an 
unsatisfactory nature. 
These children’s unsatisfactory adjustments in the school setting re¬ 
flected an area of disturbance other than their dislike of school. Their 
maladjustments were symptomatic of their inner frustrations in their relation¬ 
ships with teachers, peers, and their revolt against authority in the home. 
In many of the children, there existed a failure to learn and a lack of 
interest in acquiring the basic skills necessary for personal and social 
adjustment. These children's attitudes toward authority in their immediate 
environments were influenced by their feelings of insecurity, and dissatis¬ 
factions with groups and adults outside their familial settings. Their early 
attitudes and interpersonal relationships were of primary importance in con- 
tibuting to the disharmony that existed within them; and their maladaptive 
adjustments in school revealed their turbulent inner lives* 
Apparently, their unsatisfactory scholastic performances were due to 
their preoccupation with separation from a parent, or parent dissensions, 
paternal alcoholism and inharmonious sibling relations\ and rudeness of 
their peers and others set off emotional blocks in some instances. These 
children's unstable, emotional lives prevented wholesome social relationships 
19 
•with their teachers or classmates. They were emeshed in sturggles for 
security and emotional well being and also in a web of challenging and re¬ 
volting patterns of emancipating themselves. Those of adolescent age were 
unable to reach a point of adjustment during the periods of ’’stress and 
strain" due either to their low vulnerability which resulted in part from 
a lack of adequate parental care and the constant demands made upon them by 
their environments. 
CHAPTER 17 
SYMPTOMATIC BEHAVIOR OF THE CHILDREN 
The maladjustments of the children studied were indicative of their 
intro-psychic conflict between themselves and the demands of their environ¬ 
ments. These children's behavior of stealing, truanting, setting fires, 
lying and engaging in sexual activities suggested psychological disturbances* 
Their reactions in some cases were retaliation against authority which offered 
them a means of compensating for their frustrating experiences imposed by 
their parents and schools. In addition to compensating for their feelings 
against authority, these children were seeking emotional gratification for 
adoration, sympathy, tenderness, and parental affection. If maladaptive be¬ 
havior is regarded as a symptom of maladjustment and interpreted as an 
attempt to re-establish emotional equilibrium, the dynamics behind the 
characteristic act become clearer.^ 
Neurotic Components 
The large number of aberrations such as stealing, sexual activity, and 
pyromania revealed the degree to which disturbance prevailed in the majority 
of the children studied. These children were regarded as emotional disturbed, 
who manifested their disturbances in overt conduct problems. 
1 
Banay, 0£. cit., p. 85. 
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Untruthfulne s s 5 
Keeping late hours 5 
Truancy from school 5 
Sexual activity 3 
Running away from home 3 
Destroying property 2 
Smoking at an early age 2 
Truancy from the home 2 
Perverse sexuality 1 
Fire setting 1 
Table 7 indicates that sixty-five symptoms occured in the twenty-five 
children studied, out of -which twenty-one children expressed their difficulties 
in the form of stealing. Sexual misbehavior was indulged in by two girls and 
one boy. Another boy had engaged in homosexual practices. One severely 
disturbed child who was pyromanic reflected sexual confict which may have been 
associated with his mother in his setting of fire to household furnishings* 
Impoverished psychological and social circumstances did have an effect upon 
these children who protested against an environment which remained threatening 
and provoking to them. 
Such factors were revealed in the case of Joan, a dimunitive ten and a 
half year old child, who was admitted to the treatment center following re¬ 
ferral by the Family Court because of sexual activity with several male 
adults in the community and boys in school. Joan was physically undeveloped 
22 
and suffered from a severe vulvar vaginitis caused by the sexual relation¬ 
ships, making it necessary to isolate her for gonorrhea. Joan’s father was 
not too strong a figure in her family, and her mother was considered sexually 
promiscious and indifferent to Joan. 
Joan’s case was suggestive of an arrested latency period. Apparently, 
she copied adult activities, a pattern acquired in her parental setting. 
Joan was exposed to no supervision by her parents and ideals were inadequate 
ones for a child. Joan's sexual curiosity seemed to have been coupled with 
unconscious desires to emulate her mother. Consequently, identification with 
inadequate parental figures, rejection by a mother who had difficulty in 
securing gratification for her own needs, and lack of protection by the 
father person had a profound influence on Joan's ego development and super¬ 
ego formation. Joan had never been loved and her sexual activity was an 
attempt to secure love for herself. The sexual activities which she en¬ 
gaged in were somewhat painful and yet pleasurable, although the activities 
3 
did not culminate in complete justification. Joan was confused as to what 
was right and what was wrong. Premature heterosexual activities during her 
latency development in all probability would have an adverse influence on 
her adolescent adjustment; and it would not be unusual for Joan to reveal 
homosexual tendencies during adolescent development.^ 
Children's behavior vary in the face of similar or varying deprived 
circumstances in their parental settings. Paul seemed to present exception¬ 
ally revealing insight in regard to his pre-oedipal mother fixation and its 
3 
English and Pearson, op. cit., p. 113. 
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Josselyn, o£. cit., p. 101*. 
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complex difficulties for him. Paul was a nine year old, under developed boy, 
born out of wedlock who was removed at a very early age from his own parents 
because of gross neglect. Paul and his three siblings were placed in the 
custody of the State Board of Welfare; and Paul placed in two foster homes 
where he was described as being withdrawn and passive* In the second of 
these foster homes, his customary pattern of passivity and reticence gave 
way to unexpected exhibitions of aggression and violence. Several times he 
set fire to articles within the household including a new sofa. He slashed 
a new pair of draperies, became arrogant, belligerent, and punitive towards 
the foster mother and other children in the home. During the time that Paul 
was experiencing these explosive outbursts, the foster father died; and his 
further pertubation may have been due to the foster father’s death. Paul 
stammered; and psychometric testing disclosed that he was severely retarded 
in all areas of social adjustment. 
He had been exposed to early maternal rejection. Apparently, he was 
anxious, apprehensive, and suspicious. Reality was threatening and painful 
to him, and his withdrawal into a world by himself carried protective elements, 
When his difficulties became too intense, he released his repressed feelings 
in the form of explosive outbursts. Paul as a pyromanic suffered intolerably 
and could be considered as an 
individual suffering from neurotic inhibitions of his sex instinct, 
which is based upon fear, the origin of which is unknown to him. 
He is capable of loving a person of the opposite sex by excluding 
every wish for genital contact with her. He believes that the 
female sex organ is dangerous and can injure his penis. The 
incendiary act may be a symbolical representation of destroying 
the frustrating source.5 
Ernest Simmel, ’’Incendiarism," Searchlights on Delinquency ed. K. R. 
Eissler (New York, 191*8)» pp. 91-93. 
Parental rejection and mishandling coupled -with considerable repression 
of his aggressive and instinctual demands was clearly disclosed, and 
apparently precipitated Paul’s incendiary impulses. Because of unwholesome 
identifications experienced in his early parental setting, people in general 
remained threatening to Paul, a severely disturbed child. 
In a similar situation resentment of authority and protest against 
extreme deprivations was indicated by Ronny's behavior. Ronny was accident 
prone which showed his dependency needs as well as his masochistic desire 
for pain. Ronny, age nine, was a small, tense, anxious child, with a 
pleasing smile, but related to others in an aggressive verbal fashion. His 
referral was due to breaking, entering an auto sales company, stealing a 
candy vending machine and possessing a dangerous weapon. He came from an 
emotionally impoverished home situation wherein his father was an alcoholic 
and had deserted the family; and his mother was an excitable, emotional, 
domineering person. She felt that Ronny was unmanageable, revengeful, had 
an explosive temper and used profane language. 
Ronny was born prematurely out of wedlock. His birth was traumatic for 
his mother, who was placed in an oxygen tent due to her heart condition. 
Ronny was never an active baby and feeding and care for the first three years 
of his life was inadequate. He experienced a series of illnesses and acci¬ 
dents which included convulsions from two to seven years of age, a fall 
breaking his leg at fourj another fall on his head; and a subsequent.fall 
requiring eleven sutures in his hand. Following these accidents, Ronny's 
behavior became pronounced, and he appeared "nervous" attempting to control 
the entire household. His behavior in the school setting was as erratic as 
in the home; and at the request of the school authorities, he remained out 
of school until eight. On re-entering school his behavior improved "while 
his scholastic achievement remained minimal despite his possible average 
potentials. 
Ronny's identification with adults was revealed in his adult vocabulary 
and the aggressive manner in which he related to others. Because his father 
was an alcoholic, Ronny identified with a weak immature father person who 
escaped the responsibility of caring for his family through alcohol. His 
mother was embroiled in her marital difficulties; consequently, Ronny gained 
little from his parents which contributed to his ego or superego develop¬ 
ment. His image of himself could have been 
one of self esteem, self confidence, or the reverse. The child 
may have a good sense of goal and achievement, or he may be in¬ 
secure and self depreciating. With regard to ego integration, he 
may have self-control or be scattered, impulsive or egocentric; he 
may be able to complete tasks, or he may be easily frustrated and ^ 
"fall apart" before one's eyes in aimless or destructive behavior. 
The chain of accidents which were traumatizing to Ronny were due to his 
emotional conflicts. Among the outstanding features in a person accident- 
prone are "warped emotional factors, and extreme resentment of authority, 
often unconscious, whether that authority is represented by parents, rela- 
7 
tives, school or community." Ronny's symptomatic behavior was frustration 
centering around discipline in the home and the school. In Ronny's case, 
he retaliated against the trauma which became a physical as well as an 
g 
emotional necessity. His emotional difficulties proved overwhelming; 
and his responses revealed the manner in which he attempted to cope with 
5 
Hamilton, o£. cit., p. 38* 
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Table 5 indicated that incorrigibility was prevalent among ten of the 
children. Fighting, untruthfulness, keeping late hours and truancy from 
school occurred in five children. Three children ran away from the home, 
two destroyed property; two other children possessed dangerous weapons; and 
two, smoked at an early age. The indigency and deprivations to which these 
children were exposed and their reactions were revealed in the cases of 
Billy and Tony. 
Billy was a twelve year old boy whose maladaptive behavior, truancy, did 
not occur until after the death of his mother to whom he had abnormal 
attachment plus the desertion of a father who rejected the family in pre¬ 
ference to living with a paramour. Billy was the youngest of seven 
siblings and always received love and attention, especially, from his 
mother. His father never provided for the family adequately and spent 
little time at home with them. A sibling whom Billy resented assumed re¬ 
sponsibility for his welfare after the disruption of the family group. 
Billy's difficulties were most evident in school where he developed a fear 
reaction to one of his teachers and inhere he truanted intractably for 
several weeks. Several times when he truanted, he was found lying on his 
mother's grave sobbing. In addition, he bit his nails, and was timid, 
ineffectual and rather effeminate. 
Apparently, the severe traumas which Billy suffered consisting of the 
removal of two important people from his life, his mother who died several 
months prior to his maladjusted behavior, and his father who was disinter¬ 
ested in him, were serious threats to his adjustment. The regressive demand 
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for mother’s love is often seen in children when a mother dies, or when 
she leaves the family or is otherwise absent# It continues until the child 
9 
forms a love relationship with a mother substitute. Billy was unable to 
form a satisfactory relationship, and his intense attachment to his mother 
apparently prevented his acceptance of his sister as a mother substitute. 
Seemingly "since he had been hurt by a woman, he will take revenge on this 
one,"1-0 and Billy remained remorseful due to the loss of both parents. 
Truanting was the escape he used as a means of solving his difficulties and 
indicated Billy's hostility towards authority and his classmates.^ Over¬ 
protection by a mother-person may have predisposed Billy to acquiring 
12 
effeminate mannerisms and possibly latent homosexual tendencies. Nail 
biting and timidity were further indications of Billy's emotional diffi- 
13 
culties and was a sign of poor emotional adjustment. Billy's maladaptive 
behavior was indicative of his personality disturbance, and apparently he 
tried to escape reality and turned his difficulties inward. 
Tony was a nine year old of Italian extraction brought to the treatment 
center by his parents. Complaints regarding Tony were that he acted out 
considerably and engaged in malpractices with other boys. He was known to 
have participated in pilfering, sneaked into the movies, stayed out late 
at night, called false fire alarms, destroyed toys belonging to his younger 
siblings, and attempted to control the household at all times. Tony's 
- - 
English and Pearson, 0£. cit., pp. 95-96. 
10 
Ibid., p. 96. 
11 
Ibid., p. 30U. 
12 
Harsh and Schrickel, o£. cit., p. 208. 
13Ibid., p. 196. 
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mother was a patient at the state hospital diagnosed as a paranoid, schizo¬ 
phrenia. His mother referred to his younger sibling as being a "perfect 
boy" and to Tony as "isolent and unmanageable." His father had a lengthy 
criminal record for gambling and racketerring but had cared for Tony during 
his mother's absence from the home. 
The cultural factors played an important part in Tony's attitudes toward 
himself, his parents, siblings, and his interpersonal relationships. These 
factors reflected his ov/n life experiences, values, goals, and his image of 
self as a person-in a social setting.1^ From all indications, Tony has 
never had adequate love and affection from his mother who suffered a mental 
illness and, in all probability, was involved in her own emotional diffi¬ 
culties. Seemingly, identification impeded Tony's personal-adjustment, be¬ 
cause the ego ideals which influenced his behavior were inadequate parent- 
15 
people, and his superego development was hampered. 
Favortisra was shown to the younger sibling; and maternal interest to the 
other sibling was a threat to Tony's idea of self. The comparison between 
siblings conveyed the mother's rejection and perhaps facilitated Tony's 
feelings of inferiority and insecurity. Tony was the victim of a mother 
who subtly or overtly preferred one child which incited hostility on the 
part of the other. For children of such mothers as Tony's, the normal com¬ 
petition and rivalry of group association may be frightening and burdensome.1^ 
Sol hiener C-insburg, "The Impact of the Social Worker's Cultural 
Structure on Social Therapy," Social Casework XXXII (October, 1951), 321. 
15 
English and Pearson, on. cit., p. Hj.1. 
16 "** 
Hamilton, op. cit., p. 213. 
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In response to the dearth of maternal love, Tony sought gratification and 
esteem else-where, and apparently his affiliation v/ith a "neighborhood gang" 
compensated in part for his needs. No reciprocal relationship existed among 
his parents, therefore, Tony acquired little incentive to conform to the 
17 
code of social organization. Internally, Tony felt inadequate, inferior 
and rejected. 
17 
Ibid., p. 2l;5 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The psycho-social factors affecting pre-delinquent behavior of the 
children studied augmented the hypotheses of many authorities "who considered 
maladjustments as emotional conflicts between the child and his environment. 
The children’s reactions were in response to a multiplicity of causative 
factors, and a constellation of forces from various levels were instrumental 
in the pre-disposition of their maladaptive behavior. 
These children are usually viewed as ’’bad” children; and when the term 
delinquency is applied to them, it carries a legal connotation suggesting 
conflict with the laws of society. In considering conduct disturbances of 
the children studied, it was felt that concentration should be upon the psy¬ 
chological as well as the environmental factors. 
In regards to the children and their symptomatic behavior, signs of re¬ 
gression and fixation during some earlier phases of growth were evident. 
Adequate love, warmth, and attention during the early stages of growth may 
have curtailed many emotional conflicts revealed in their behavior. Their 
maladaptive reactions represented their responses to privations -which occur¬ 
red in their early parental settings. These adversitites not only thwarted 
their personality developments, but prevented its expansion as well. 
Significant factors bearing upon symptomatic manifestations of the chil¬ 
dren studied related, first, the parental caliber and environmental condi¬ 
tions of their homes appeared to have been inadequate. The occupational 
status of the children's parents was for the most part of the low economic 
group consisting chiefly of unskilled laboring types of jobs. Second, the 
majority of children had parent-people who had been married which suggested 
30 
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a positive factor. Among them, there had been constant bickering, and 
marital discord in about one-half of them. Despite a legal marital status, 
unsatisfactory experiences were due to the absence of one or both of the 
parents because of desertion, divorce, death, criminality, infidelity, 
alcoholism, and mental illness, v/hich produced three-fourths of the children 
who were products of broken homes* 
Third, parental rejection was prevalent in three-fourths of the cases 
as was demonstrated by overt rejection in the form of cruelty, abusiveness, 
and inconsistent handling. Stormy sibling relations added to feelings of 
rejection of these children. 
Fourth, the twenty-five children were reared in atmospheres bereft of 
maternal love and adequate socio-economic means. 
Fifth, emancipation from the home into a wider environment was traumatic 
for these children who had received only a minimum of acceptance at all; and 
finally, maladaptions were reflected in relation to their social status in 
the neighborhood and school. In the school situation, most of these chil¬ 
dren made very unsatisfactory adjustments. 
In conclusion, the symptomatic responses were expressions of the chil¬ 
dren's intra-psychic conflicts between themselves and the demands of their 
environments. The chief symptomatic manifestations, stealing and incorrigi¬ 
bility, centered around their need to rebel against authority and their dif¬ 
ficulty to respect the rights of others. These manifestations were an indi¬ 
cation of the inability to inculcate acceptable ideals which were socially 
desirable. Their sense of right and wrong was either inadequate or deficient 
in keeping with the dictates of society with which they were in conflict. 
Their behavior responses indicated that a representative number of 
32 
the children were hostile and were able to express their feelings and con¬ 
flicts in reference to sexual identity. In some cases, pyromania, homo¬ 
sexuality, and hypersexual curiosity were involved. These abberations 
whether in connection with the neurotic content, in which they were defying 
authority and the dictates of their environments, or in the form of acting 
out their behavior wherein their impulses were running amuck, reflected the 
inner tensions which the children suffered and their means of coping with 
reality’s frustrating demands. The study represented a cross section of 
chronological ages from six to twelve with considerable emotional immaturity 
and lag in social maturation. The behavior of the children with this age 
range was considered pre-delinquent. 
It would seem that residential treatment plans will render a valuable 
service to children presenting maladaptive behavior. These children need 
assistance in releasing and patterning their hostile, aggressive, impulsive 
behavior into organized or patterned behavior. They are so warped emotion¬ 
ally that their impulses can find release only in a socially undesirable, 
delinquent manner. The residential treatment center fully equipped with 
trained personnel possessing an adequate understanding as to the child's 
psychological as well as social needs has much to offer the child exhibiting 
conduct disturbances, regarding a reconstruction of his impulsive manifesta¬ 
tions into a socially acceptable manner. Warmth, understanding, and accep¬ 
tance on the part of the personnel promotes opportunities for harmonious 
personal-social adjustment, and ultimate return to the family units. 
APPENDIX 
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I. Identifying Material 
A. Name  
B. Age  
C. Sex  
D. Sibling Position 
E. School Grade and Adjustment 
II. Early Development 
III. Family History 
A. Parents - marital status, married ( ) divorce ( ) -widowed ( J 
single ( ). 
B. Occupation - mother, father 
C. Education - mother, father 
D. Other relatives in the home 
E. Parents relationship (describe) 
F. Economic status 
IV. Where abouts of child prior to admission 
A. Living with mother  





C. Living with both parents  
D. Living in foster home   
E. Living with relatives  
V. Pre-delinquent behavior precipitating the referral 
A. Stealing  
B. Truancy from the home _________ 
C. Truancy from school  
D. Fire setting  
E. Aggressive sexual advances or actions   
F. Perverse sexuality  
G. Others (including incorrigibility, breaking, vagrancy, others) 
VI. Referring Agency 
A.  
B.  
C.   
D.  
E.  
VII. Psychological Examination ___________________________ 
A. Tests given  
B. Test results  
VIII. Psychiatric Impressions and Evaluations  
IX. Institution adjustment 
A. School Adjustment 
B. Cottage Adjustment 
. Recommendations X 
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